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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114. 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
08/29/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims are 1-2, 4, 5-9, 11-14, 16, 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leurig (2003/0014368) in view of Kato (7145691). 

Claim 1, Leurig discloses a method executed by a server (Fig. 2, El. 104 or 
server 104) capable of communicating with a client device (Fig. 2, El. 108 or Client 
device 108) and a printer device (Fig. 3, El. 110 or printer 110) through a network 
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(Fig. 2, El. 102 shows clearly network 102), (section 0016, Lines 1-9, hence server 
104 and client systems 108 communicates through network 102). 

the client device being different from the printer device, (Fig. 3 shows clearly 
server 104 is a different object from Client 108 and also printer 110 being a 
different object as well). 

the method comprising: 

receiving a printing request from the client device (Section 0045, Fig. 3, El. 312, 
thus the user send a request to print from client 106 to the server 104) 

transmitting to the client device information for causing the client device to 
acquire a state of processing of the transmitted print data. (Section 0035, the user 
uses the browser to sent information for requesting the status of the print jobs) 
(Section 0048, Fig. 3, El. 322 and 324, thus the state or status of the downloaded 
print jobs are resulted to Client 108 so that the user will know if the print job was 
printed or an error occurred). 

Leurig does not disclose a server transmitting print data to the printer device in 
accordance with the received printing request. 

Takabayashi discloses a server transmitting print data to the printer device in 
accordance with the received printing request. (Section 0077, Fig. 11 shows clearly 
that a user send a print request through client computer 120a and b to printer 
server 130 and the print job is finally send to printer device 150a and b for 
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printing). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Leurig's printer server to include the connection between 
the server 104 and printer 1 10 so that the print data don't have to go through the client 
before it is finally printed in order to save user's time. 

Claim 2, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses a method that further 
comprising authenticating that the printing request is a printing request from a valid 
user. (Leurig: Section 0040, Fig. 3 El. 326, thus the server verifies if the user is a 
valid user before allowed to have access to the server to be able to print). 

Claim 4, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses wherein the information for 
causing the client device to acquire the state of processing of the transmitted print data 
comprises a uniform resource identifier of a Web page indicating the state of processing 
of the transmitted print data. (Leurig: Section 0032 and 0039, thus the user has to 
connect to the server through http address of the server and therefore since the 
status of the print jobs are stored in the server means that it takes an http 
address or URI to get access to the print job status). 

Claim 5, Leurig discloses all the limitations in claims 1 and 4. But Leurig does not 
disclose wherein the client device displays the state of processing of the print data in a 
Web browser in accordance with the Web page acquired by the client device. 
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Takabayashi discloses wherein the client device displays the state of processing 
of the print data in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page acquired by the 
client device. (Section 0088, Fig. 17, display window 170, thus the status of all the 
print jobs whether it is completed or there was an error occupied). Therefore it will 
be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Leurig's client device 108 to include Takabayashi's display window 170 so that a 
user or operator can check the current state of all submitted print jobs. 

Claim 6, Leurig discloses a method executed by a server (Fig. 2, El. 104 or 
server 104) capable of communicating with a client device (Fig. 2, El. 108 or Client 
device 108) and a printer device through a network, (Fig. 2, El. 102 shows clearly 
network 102), (section 0016, Lines 1-9, hence server 104 and client systems 108 
communicates through network 102). 

the client device being different from the printer device, (Fig. 3 shows clearly 
server 104 is a different object from Client 108 and also printer 110 being a 
different object as well). 

the method comprising: 

receiving a printing request from a Web browser of the client device (Section 
0045 and 0046, Fig. 3, El. 312, thus the user send a request to print from client 
106 to the server 104) 

a Web page for indicating a state of processing of the transmitted print data, 
(Section 0045 and 0046 thus the status of print data is transmitted from printer 
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110 to client 108 and then stored in server 104, therefore a user needs a URL in 
order to get access to the Web page as disclosed in Section 0041, Lines 14-24) 

the Web page being provided by the printer device and transmitting, to the client 
device, the acquired Web page. (Section 0048, lines 9-16, thus the status of the 
approved and submitted print job is sent to client 108). 

NB: Be aware that the status of the print job which can be a message or a 
display showing whether or not the print job was completed or not is interpreted 
as the web page used to acquire the status. 

Leurig does not disclose transmitting the data generated to the printer device. 

Takabayashi discloses a server transmitting print data to the printer device in 
accordance with the received printing request. (Section 0077, Fig. 11 shows clearly 
that a user send a print request through client computer 120a and b to printer 
server 130 and the print job is finally send to printer device 150a and b for 
printing). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Leurig's printer server to include the connection between 
the server 104 and printer 1 10 so that the print data don't have to go through the client 
before it is finally printed in order to save user's time. 



Claim 7, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses wherein the client device 
displays the state of the printing processing in the Web browser (Leurig: web browser 
session 202) in accordance with the Web page (Leurig: Section 0048, Fig. 3, El. 322 
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and 324, hence the printer returns the status of all printed pages whether or not 
the job was completed successfully or there was an error). 

Claim 8, Leurig discloses an information processing device (Fig. 3, Client 
device 108) capable of communicating with an external device (Fig. 3, Server 104) and 
a printer device (Fig. 3, Printer 110) through a network (Fig. 1, Network 102), (Section 

0015, thus client device 108, server 104 and printer 110 communicates using a 
network). 

the external device (Fig. 3, Client 108) being different from the printer device, 
(Fig. 3, Printer 110) the information processing device (Fig. 3, Server 104) (Section 

0016, Fig. 1 shows clearly that printer 110 is absolutely different from Client 108) 

comprising. 

a request receiving unit configured to receive a printing request from the external 
device. (Section 0045 and 0046, Fig. 3, El. 312, thus the user sends a request to 
print from client 106 to the server 104). 

a transmission unit configured to transmit, to the external device, information for 
causing the external device to acquire a state of processing of the print data transmitted 
by the data transmission unit. (Section 0035 , thus the user uses browser session 
202 to enter information to get the status of print data sent to printer 110) and 
(Section 0048, thus in return to the information sent by the user, the state of all 
the print jobs is sent in response). 
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Leurig does not disclose a data transmission unit configured to transmit print data 
to the printer device in accordance with the printing request received by the request 
receiving unit. 

Takabayashi disclose a data transmission unit configured to transmit print data to 
the printer device in accordance with the printing request received by the request 
receiving unit. (Section 0077, Fig. 11 shows clearly that a user send a print request 
through client computer 120a and b to printer server 130 and the print job is 
finally send to printer device 150a and b for printing). Therefore it will be obvious to 
one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Leurig's 
printer server to include the connection between the server 104 and printer 1 10 so that 
the print data don't have to go through the client before it is finally printed in order to 
save user's time. 

Claim 9, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses an information processing 
device wherein further comprising an authenticating unit configured to authenticate that 
the printing request is a printing request from a valid user. (Leurig: Section 0040, Fig. 
3 El. 326, thus the server verifies if the user is a valid user before allowed to have 
access to the server to be able to print). 

Claim 10, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses an information processing 
device wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data 
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transmitted by the data transmission unit in order to generate image data for printing. 
(Leurig: Section 0046, lines 9-25, thus the print data form is combined with the 
print data to form data file which is eventually transmitted to client 108 and later 
to the printer to be printed). 

Claim 11, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses wherein the information for 
causing the external device to acquire the state of processing of the transmitted print 
data comprises a uniform resource identifier (Leurig: Section 0039, lines 1-8, thus 
users uses the URI to get access to the server) of a Web page (Leurig: Section 
0041, lines 12-23) indicating the state of processing of the transmitted print data. 
(Leurig: Section 0048, thus the status response is a status report which shows 
whether or not the submitted print job is completed or there was an error). 

Claim 12, Leurig does not disclose wherein the client device displays the state of 
processing of the print data in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page 
acquired by the client device. 

Takabayashi discloses wherein the client device displays the state of processing 
of the print data in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page acquired by the 
client device. (Section 0088, Fig. 17, display window 170, thus the status of all the 
print jobs whether it is completed or there was an error occupied). Therefore it will 
be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Leurig's client device 108 to include Takabayashi's display window 170 so that a 
user or operator can check the current state of all submitted print jobs. 



Claim 13, Leurig discloses a computer-readable medium having a program 
stored thereon for controlling a computer of a server capable of communicating with an 
external device (Fig. 3, Server 104) and a printer device (Fig. 3, Printer 110), 
(Section 0015, thus client device 108, server 104 and printer 110 communicates 
using a network). 

the external device (Fig. 3, Client 108) being different from the printer device 
(Fig. 3, Printer 110), (Fig. 3, Server 104) (Section 0016, Fig. 1 shows clearly that 
printer 110 is absolutely different from Client 108) the program causing the 
computer to execute a method comprising: 

receiving a printing request from the external device. (Section 0047, lines 1-6, 
thus after the print request is sent and the print job is processed, the print job is 
downloaded to printer 110 as shown in Fig. 3). 

NB : Be aware that the user has to request or click the print button shown in Fig. 
2 El. 214 before the print data can be sent for processing and therefore the print data is 
transmitted in accordance with the received printing request. 
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transmitting to the external device, information for causing the external device to 
acquire a state of processing of the transmitted print data. (Section 0035 , thus the 
user uses browser session 202 to enter information to get the status of print data 
sent to printer 110) and (Section 0048, thus in return to the information sent by 
the user, the state of all the print jobs is sent in response). 

Leurig does not disclose transmitting print data to the printer device in 
accordance with the received printing request. 

Takabayashi disclose transmitting print data to the printer device in accordance 
with the received printing request. (Section 0077, Fig. 11 shows clearly that a user 
send a print request through client computer 120a and b to printer server 130 and 
the print job is finally send to printer device 150a and b for printing). Therefore it 
will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Leurig's printer server to include the connection between the server 104 and 
printer 1 10 so that the print data don't have to go through the client before it is finally 
printed in order to save user's time. 

Claim 14, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the method further comprises authenticating that the printing request is a 
printing request from a valid user. (Leurig: Section 0040, Fig. 3 El. 326, thus the 
server verifies if the user is a valid user before allowed to have access to the 
server to be able to print). 
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Claim 15, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data transmitted by 
the server in order to generate image data for printing. (Leurig: Section 0046, lines 9- 
25, thus the print data form is combined with the print data to form data file which 
is eventually transmitted to client 108 and later to the printer to be printed). 

Claim 16, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the information for causing the external device to acquire the state of 
processing of the transmitted print data comprises a uniform resource identifier (Leurig: 
Section 0039, lines 1-8, thus users uses the URI to get access to the server) of a 
Web page (Leurig: Section 0041, lines 12-23) indicating the state of processing of the 
transmitted print data. (Leurig: Section 0048, thus the status response is a status 
report which shows whether or not the submitted print job is completed or there 
was an error). 

Claim 17, Leurig does not disclose wherein the client device displays the state of 
processing of the print data in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page 
acquired by the client device. 

Takabayashi discloses wherein the client device displays the state of processing 
of the print data in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page acquired by the 
client device. (Section 0088, Fig. 17, display window 170, thus the status of all the 
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print jobs whether it is completed or there was an error occupied). Therefore it will 
be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Leurig's client device 108 to include Takabayashi's display window 170 so that a 
user or operator can check the current state of all submitted print jobs. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3, 10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leurig (2003/0014368) in view of Kato (7145691) and further in view of Kato 
(7145691). 

Claim 3, Leurig in view of Takabayashi discloses all the limitations in Claims 1 
and 2 as discussed earlier. 

Leurig in view of Takabayashi does disclose wherein the printer device combines 
print form data and the print data transmitted by the server in order to generate image 
data for printing. 

Kato discloses wherein the printer device combines print form data (data filed) 
and the print data (Scanned data) transmitted by the server in order to generate image 
data for printing. (Col. 8 lines 15-26, thus the superposing of the two data files is 
done by the image reading system (scanner). Therefore the combination is done 
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within digital copying machine 103. ) Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Leurig in view of 
Takabayashi printer device to include merging the print data with its print information so 
that the printer don't have to wait for the server to carry out this process before printing 
the job. 

Claim 10, Leurig in view of Takabayashi and further in view of Kato discloses 
wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data transmitted by 
the server in order to generate image data for printing. (Kato: Col. 8 lines 15-26, thus 
the superposing of the two data files is done by the image reading system 
(scanner). Therefore the combination is done within digital copying machine 103). 

Claim 15, Leurig in view of Takabayashi and further in view of Kato discloses 
wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data transmitted by 
the server in order to generate image data for printing. (Kato: Col. 8 lines 15-26, thus 
the superposing of the two data files is done by the image reading system 
(scanner). Therefore the combination is done within digital copying machine 103). 

Response to Applicant's argument 

Examiner has considered the remarks filed by the applicant on 08/29/2008 but 
was not persuasive. 
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Regarding independent claims 1, 6, 8 and 13, applicant argues that the cited 
reference fails to teach or suggests that server 10 communicates with a client device 
which is different from the printer 30. 

In reply examiner respectfully disagrees because Leurig discloses that server 
104 communicates with a client device 108 which is different from the printer 110. 
(Section 0016, Fig. 1, thus it is clear that the user requests a print job from client 
device 108 and the user is authenticated by the server and eventually the print job 
is downloaded to printer 110 using network 102 and therefore there is 
communication between client device, server 104 and printer 110 through 
network 102). 

Furthermore, applicant argues that the cited reference fails to suggest 
transmitting, to the client device different from the printer 30 (the printer device), 
information for causing the client device to acquire a state of processing of the print data 
transmitted to the printer 30 (the printer device). 

In reply examiner respectfully disagrees because Leurig clearly discloses 
transmitting, to the client device different from the printer 30 (the printer device), 
information for causing the client device to acquire a state of processing of the print data 
transmitted to the printer 30 (the printer device). (Section 0035, the user uses the 
browser to sent information for requesting the status of the print jobs) (Section 
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0048, Fig. 3, El. 322 and 324, thus the state or status of the downloaded print jobs 
are resulted to Client 108 so that the user will know if the print job was printed or 
an error occurred) 

Therefore, Claims 1 , 6, 8 and 13 are overcomed by Leurig and therefore 
dependent claims (2-5,7, 9-12 and 14-17) are also rejected as well. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AMS 

10/08/2008 
/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



